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Tinai - Kurinci nilattil vilaiyum oruvakai taniyam (Millet-corn)
Parampu mountain of Vel Part, was known for its abundant yield of millet-corn (Puram. 119:4; 120:10). Kuravas would sow millet in the fields beside the Horse-hill belonging to Pit-tankorran, without ploughing it, because pigs had already upturned the soil by their rooting (Puram. 168:6) The junglefowl and partridge seized and ate the millet-corn kept for drying upon the deerskin (Puram.320:10-13). In every village, festivals were celebrated in honour of Lord Murukan. strewing millet-rice mixed with flowers as offerings along with goat-kids given in sacrifice to the God (Muru.218). Kurava maidens would drive away birds like parrots settling on the ripe millet-corn, by beating upon instruments like tattai and kulir (Matu,291). The elephant seized and ate the millet plants growing in the big field (Akam. 148:3,6). The hero joined the heroine in chasing the parrots coming to the field to eat the ripe ears of red millet com with green stalks (Akam.242:5,6). The forester shot stones from his sling at the herd of elephants in the millet-field and scared them away (Akam.392:13-15). The green-legs of a stork were compared to the stalks of millet-corn (Kura.25:3,5). The kurava gave the
plump ears of com to the deity that liked fresh offerings (Kuru.l05:l,2). The cow-elephant ate the millet-stalks kept in the courtyard, while suckling its calf (Kuru.225:l,2). The elephant-calf that used to play with the children of the kuravas, later began to eat their millet-corn when it grew up (Kuru.394: 3-5). The millet-stalks were threshed to separate the com, and piled up into a tall stack (Nar.l25:ll). Women ran their fingers through the millet-corn drying in the sun (Nar.3Q4:l). The leaves of the ripe millet ready for harvest, becoming dry, they rustled with the sound of a cascade on the hillside (Nar.313:9-ll). The millet-plant had a green stem and bent ears of corn resembling the trunk of an elephant (Nar.376:l,2). Parrots returned and settled upon the ears of millet-corn in the hillside, though the hill-woman shooed them away repeatedly (Aink.282:l-3). Quails seized and ate the fresh millet-corn kept for drying (Aink,469:l). Calves were sent in to graze among the stubble after the ripe millet-corn had been harvested (Kali. 108:33). In Tirupparankunram sacred to Lord Murukan, ears of millet-corn grew luxuriant, in the field where the sparrows twittered noisily (Pari.l8:47).er anger (Pari.9:36,37).
